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PARISH PEOPLE

Funerals

St Columba’s

Thursday 23" February Geoffrey Till (Alyth)

St Serf’s

Wednesday 25" January Audrey Kissack
Tuesday 7" February June Tod

St Serf’s

Wednesday 13" December Jim Rutherford

PADDY’S PONDERINGS
Dear Friends

This first quarter of the year never ceases to astonish me with the speed of
change from deep winter (mild though it has been) to the rapidly
strengthening promise of spring — with the alternating glorious days with a
secret freshness in the wind more and more swinging from the south west
and sudden returns to drenching, miserable rain.

And it seems that Christmas was a generation ago and here we are in Lent,
and starting again our annual pilgrimage along Christ’s path to the Cross
and the Resurrection.

Thanks

Before we talk about Lent | would like to thank so many people who made
our Christmas celebrations so rich and joyful. It is one of the times when we
really relish being community within our families and our church family and
within that penumbra community that surrounds us — to whom we are sent,
and who so kindly support us in so many ways: who are actually our reason
for being.



| would also like to thank you very much for sending me on the annual
Diocesan Clergy Conference in January. | specially enjoyed it this year,
because it was the first confernce | had attended since | demitted my
responsibilities as Chair of the Ministry Development Committee and so |
simply attended without having had to organise it. Bliss! One of the things
that struck me then was how lucky we are in our clergy here — such good
people and so pleasant to be with!

TRANSMISSION OF FAITH IN A SECULAR STRUCTURE

We were privileged to be led by Bishop Stephen
Croft, Bishop of Oxford, who has led the
strategy for mission within the Church of
England and written widely on Mission related
topics. Much of what he had to say chimed so
much with our own mission orientation — our
living within that pernumbra community which is
the beginning of our taking the word and the
grace of God outwards, and our responsibility to
pass on our faith from generation to generation.
He acknowledged how difficult it is to
communicate our faith in the global secular
context, caught as we seem to be in a cycle of
decline. He declared what we needed as
indiviuals and in our congreagtions to achieve if
we were to reverse that:

e Arenewal of hope and joy and confdence in the Gospel

¢ A renewed investment in the disciplines which help the Church to

pass on the faith

Seven Disciplines for Renewal

So what are those disciplines that we need to renew? | thought it was really
interesting to see how much these are reflected in our Mission Action Plans
— encouraging to see that we are on the right track — as long as we stick to
them and don’t wander vaguely away to the edges — discipline!

1. Incarnational Mission — living out our faith in -
loving actions within our community and
families(the overflow of a corporate life of
love, he says): how we are towards everyone we
meet and deal with in the every day and even more in
times of crisis, working to make people’s lives better,
but always remembering that we only do good
because we do God — that's weher good flows from




Prayerful Discernment and Listening: it is essential that we
learn to listen in prayer, to discern God’s will — that our prayer
becomes deeper and more mature than words
spoken in church or cried out when we
) are in trouble. How is our prayer life
being renewed so that we find ourselves
sharing God with one another more than

just sharing ourselves?

Apologetics: the term usued for being able to
justify our faith by reasoned discussion and ¢
argument. We need to know what we believe
(hence the importance of discipleship courses
like ‘Mere Christianity’ this last year and so many
other opportunties.

The Initial Proclamation of Faith. We don’t all have too many
opportunties to proclaim our faith in public, though for those of us in
the team there are things like the chaplaincies in schools and
nursing homes and representng the church on various public
committees — from Fifty Plus to Rotary. This isn’t preaching but it
shows in our decisions and choices and how we deal with people.
We have become much hampered by our lack of Christian
education, by a low confidence in the Gospel because we are
embarrassed to go back to basics, so we don’t feel we can answer
questions. Our lives are in turmoil with overloaded diaries and our
worries about the scandals that hit the media and the world’s
troubles.

Catechesis — a fancy word for Christian Education: We need to
take time to strengthen and deepen
our own knowledge of the basics of
our faith, and there needs to be a
place in our churches for teaching
and nurturing people who are
beginning in the faith.

Ecclesial Formation: the importance of building up healthy church
communities — gatherings of
people who are able to love each
other through all our own difficulties
and failings and celebrations as a
model of the love that Christ offers.




7. Planting and forming new ecclesial communities: going out
beyond our regular Sunday services and providing fresh
expressions of church life. We experience this in things like the
Breakfast Flock, the Filling Station, Food for Thought, the Film
Club, the crafters in Crieff and the little art group in Killin — the
crossover places where people can meet church folk and non-
church folk and gradually, as they build up trust and community,
begin to sense the presence of something more than ordinary
clubs.

WHICH BRINGS US BACK TO LENT...

We have a wonderful array of opportunities for growth in the various
Lent activities that are offered, each open to everyone:

‘Voices in a Mystery’ An Easter Cycle of Poems

Studying selected poems with simple shared supper
from 27t February — 27" March 2017
Monday Evenings 7pm — 9pm in Inglewood House, Comrie

Ordinary lives touched by the events of The Crucifixion. A
chance to soak ourselves in the events wround Jesus’
suffering, his death and resurrection through some
challenging poems which are going to be performed on
Monday in Holy Week (10" April) — see Easter Services on page 8.

Jesus in Films

St Andrew’s Hall, Strathearn Terrace, Crieff
presented by Rev. Andrew Phillips from the Parish Church

Thursday 9" March  ‘The Gospel According to Matthew’

Italian with English subtitles, bw

(1964 6 CertUd 127 mins)
Tuesday 14" March ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’

(2000 — Cert E — 107 mins)
Thursday 23 March ‘Ben Hur’ (2016 — Cert 12—123 mins)
Tuesday 28" March  ‘Man Dancin’ (2004 — Cert 15 — 113 mins)



Then there is the opportunity for Incarnational Mission:

THE BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL this year focusses on local
organisations:

Stirling Interfaith Community Justice Group: a
Charity established by representatives of the
churches and other faith communities in the
Stirling area, focusing much of its work on the
Family Help Hub which responds to the needs of
female offenders and the families of offenders across Scotland.

Express Group Fife: helps people with mental
health problems in Fife.

CATH - Churches Action for the

Homeless in Perth: They run a soup kitchen, a day centre and
‘?ﬁ a hostel in Perth

Churches At/tion'
=EEEE \We have a retiring collection at Easter and the Sunday after but
how about filling a jar or two beforehand as a regular reminder
of the needs of others.
God bless,

Lent
A Time for Renewal
and Giving




And a Brilliant Suggestion from the Techno-Savvy from Bridget Thomson:

The Bible in One Year

I would like to share with you a great App that has had a
profound effect on my interaction with the bible and my
understanding of it.

To take advantage of this App you will need either an i.pad or an Android
tablet or phone. In the first instance you will need to go to the App store
relevant for your tablet or phone and search for ‘Bible in One Year’. The
App is red and white with a red B on it and is from Alpha International — it is
free on both systems. You just download it and then open it up each day for
a new ‘lesson’.

Each day you receive a Psalm or a Proverb reading, along with a reading
from the Old and New Testament. Nicky Gumbel then provides an insightful
commentary to complement the readings and pulls them together under a
daily theme. You can either read the passages or listen to them being read
out by David Suchet of ‘Poirot’ fame — his voice is just so warm and loving
and it just flows over you along with the word of God. A most enjoyable and
relaxing experience.

Some days there appear to be minor glitches in the audio but the readings
by David appear good and you can always read Nicky's words if needed — |
do not find it annoying as some have reported and | believe they are always
working to improve it. | look forward to each new ‘episode’ and Nicky
provides the context which has really helped me engage more fully with the
bible. It is almost as good as having ‘Paddy in your pocket! Some days
resonate more with me than others whilst others leave me slightly
perplexed so | often revisit them until | find | am at peace with them. Most
episodes last between 20- 25 minutes but you do not have to listen to it all
in one go because they are always there waiting for you to find a moment. |
often start my days with the App and find it really helpful but if time is short
another slot will make itself known and as long as | have Wi-Fi access — off
I go with Nicky and David — oh and God of course!



Shogun — A Challenging Thought

I've just been given a book called Shogun and amlooking forward to
starting on it.  The only thing I know about Shogun is tha t it was a
powerful ruling class in Japan in the 16 ™ century at a time when the
Christians in that country were massacred and almost wiped out.
The extraordinary thing is that when the country opened up 250
years later a group of Christians still existed ; they had kept the
candle of faith alight without the help of churches or ministers.
Without liturgies or buildings they had quietly lived their faith,
baptised their children and preserved a wonderful legacy to pass on

to the next generation. In the 20th  Century a similar situation
occurred in Russia in the 70 years prec eding perestroika. Churches
had been closed, Christians persecuted, priests and monks killed or
sent to labour camps and yet within a few years of comparative
freedom the churches were ful | and flourishing. They too had kept
the candle of faith burning in their communities.

All of the above makes me wonder about our local churches and who
is to keep the candle of faith burning for our future generations?

Do we think it matters or are we ¢ ontent to allow the flame to
flicker and die? If we care we need to show it now before it's too
late, the secular society is taking over. If the answer is "yes we do
care" then please support your local churches by attendance, by
supporting them in any w ay you feel you can - by your prayers, by
financial giving/supporting fund raising events. We owe it to our
future generations to give them a choice. If they never hear the
Good News of Jesus they have no choice. Fiona Martin




Easter Services

Monday 10

7.00pm

Thursday 13

11.00am
3.00pm
5.00pm
5.00pm
7.00pm

- April

St Serf’s - ‘Voices in a Mystery’
A performance of the cycle of poems by Paul Mein

" April Maundy Thursday

Chrism Eucharist at Cathedral

Eucharist St Fillan’s

Eucharist St Serf’s

Eucharist St Angus’s

Communion jointly with Parish Church at St Columba’s

Friday 14 ™ April Good Friday

12 noon
1.00pm
12 noon
2.15pm

Sunday 16

7.00am
8.00am

10.00am
10.30am
11.30am

St Columba’s

St Serf’s

St Fillan’s (jointly with Parish Church)
St Angus’s

" April Easter Sunday

Ecumenical service on the Knock, Crieff
Lochside, Communion, Lochearnhead
followed by bacon butties at the
Lochearnhead Hotel

Eucharist St Serf’s

Eucharist St Columba’s
Eucharist St Angus’s

NB Subject to small final adjustments T please confirm on website, posters and the

weekly notices closer to the time.



THE THREE SAINTS WAY

Strathearn Pilgrimage

Friday 19" — Monday 22"° May 2017

Watch out for further details!

An Island Idyll at the
College of the Holy Spirit, Cumbrae
Tuesday 12t — Friday 15" September

While places already requested have been
booked Paddy may be able to arrange a place for you if
you let her know ASAP. Deposit £25 / total cost £195.

St Columba’s Church

QUIZ NIGHT

Friday 5™ May 2017 at 7pm
Supper during the evening with a wine bar and a raff le.

Tickets £8

Shrove Tuesday -

Pancake Day at Ardvorlich

About 30 people not only from the four
churches but people from the local community
this a real community event. There were lots
of pancakes, a raffle and a small bring and buy stall and around
£460 was raised for St Angus’ funds. Thank you to everyone who
came and worked so hard to make this a special day.
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St Columba’'s Flower Rota

This year we are giving people the opportunity  to
donate flower s in memory of a loved one, to ¢ elebrate

or commemorate a special event or just for the

privilege of hel ping to decorate the church. There is

a list on the noticeb oard in the vestibule if you would like to
provide/pay for/help arrange the flowers. The name of t he person
who is responsible for each week is on the list if you wish to

discuss any aspect of th e flowers with them.  If you would prefer
just to donate towards the flowers there is a donation tin on top of

the cupboard in the vestibule.

Area Council Meeting

On Wednesday 22" February | had the privilege of going
with Paddy to the Area Council Meet i ng i n St
Perth as your Lay Representative. The council has been in
abeyance for a couple of years but those who were there
were very enthusiastic about restarting the meetings with
the aim of providing support, sharing positive ideas and
good practices as well as making everyone feel included
since the Council covers an area from Killin in the west to
Forfar in the east. After a positive discussion in was
agreed that the next meeting will be on Wednesday 10
May from 7.00pm to 8.30pm whichw i | | be a *‘ Ge
you time’ with a bring and sh
worship to close the meeting.  Anyone who would like to
come will be made very welcome. Please speak to Paddy if
would like to come. Jan Hutchison
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DIARY DATES March —June 2017

Thursday 9" March  6.45pm
7.30pm
Friday 10" March 7.00pm

Saturday 11" March 10.15-4pm

Friday 17t" March 6.30pm
Saturday 25" March ~ 7.00pm
Friday 315t March 7.00pm
Friday 7" April 6.30pm
Friday tbc April 7.00pm
Saturday 22" April ~ 7.00pm
Wednesday 26™ April 2.00pm
Friday 28" April 7.00pm
Wednesday 3'“ May 11.00am

2-5pm
Friday 5" May 7.00pm

Wednesday 11" May 5.00pm
Friday 121" May 6.30pm

7.00pm
Friday 19" — Monday 22" May

Friday 26" May 7.00pm

Jesus at the Movies in St Andrew’s
Hall. Crieff Parish Church are showing
a series of films about Jesus every
Thursday during Lent — all welcome.
Catholic Women’s’ Guild Open
Meeting in St Fillan’s Church Hall,
Ford Road. All welcome.

Supper and Entertainment with St
Dominic’s School Choir and local
pianist Jamie Turnbull.

Crieff United Churches Prayer at St
Columba’s

Diocesan Synod, Perth

Comrie Special Friends

Filling Station at Crieff Hydro.
Speaker Maggie Lane.

Comrie Film Group

Comrie Special Friends

Crieff United Churches Prayer
Filling Station Crieff Baptist

Church

Executive meeting St Serf’s

Comrie Film Group

St Angus’ Vestry

Art at Killin

Quiz and Supper Evening

St Columba’s Tickets £8. Includes
supper, a wine bar and a raffle.

St Serf’s Vestry

Comrie Special Friends

Crieff United Churches Prayer
Three Saints Way Pilgrimage (from
Crieff to Killin) — watch out for more
details!

Comrie Film Group
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Saturday 27" May 9.30-4pm Diocesan Gathering at St

7.00pm
Saturday 3 June 1.30pm

Wednesday 7" June  2-5pm
Friday 9" June 6.30pm

7.00pm
Sunday 11" June 11.00am

Friday 23" June 7.00pm
Saturday 24" June  7.00pm

Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth with

John Bell from the lona Community.

Filling Station at Crieff Hydro
Marriage: Avis Chiverton to Alan
Miller in St Serf’s

Art at Killin

Comrie Special Friends

Crieff United Churches Prayer
Joint Service in St Columba’s
with Bishop David Chillingworth
Eucharist followed by a barbeque.
Comrie Film Group

Filling Station in Macrosty Park

Afternoon Services in St Columba’s

from 2.30 - 4.00pm
on

Tuesday 11th April
Tuesday 27th June
Tuesday 22nd August
Friday 27th October
Friday 15th December

e

YOU
are

Tuesday 23rd May
Tuesday 25th July
Friday 29th September
Friday 24th November

God’s Beloved Child.

He died for YOU.
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STRATHEARN SERVICES
March — June 2017

12" March Lent 2 Purple

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am 9.30am 5.30pm With
Communion Eucharist Evensong Lochearnhead or
Bill Rootes Paddy Allen Paddy Allen Parish Church
11.15am 10am.
Paddy Allen
Gospel John 3: 1-17 Psalm 121

Genesis 12: 1- 4a Romans 4: 1-5 & 13-17

19" March Lent 3 Purple

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am 9.30am 11.30am 10.00am
Communion Communion Eucharist Eucharist
Kate Sainsbury | Bill Rootes Paddy Allen Paddy Allen
11.15am
Communion
Bill Rootes
Gospel John 4: 5-42 Psalm 95

Exodus 17: 1-7

Romans 5: 1-11
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26th March Lent 4 Purple

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & 9.30am 5.30pm With
11.15am Eucharist Evensong Lochearnhead or
Eucharist Paddy Allen Paddy Allen Parish Church
Paddy Allen 10am
Gospel Luke 2: 33-35 Psalm 34: 11-20

Exodus 2: 1-10

2 Corinthians 1: 3-7

2" April Lent 5 Passion Sunday Purple
Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin

8.00am & 9.30am 11.30am 10.00am

11.15am Eucharist Communion Communion

Eucharist Paddy Allen Kate Sainsbury | Kate Sainsbury

Paddy Allen

Gospel John 11: 1-45 Psalm 130

Ezekiel 37: 1-14

Romans 8: 6-11

ot April Palm Sunday Red

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am 9.30am 5.30pm 4.00pm
Communion Eucharist Eucharist Eucharist
Bill Rootes Paddy Allen Paddy Allen Paddy Allen
11.15am
Active Church
Paddy Allen

Palms Liturgy
Passion Liturgy

Matthew 21: 1-11
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Psalm 31: 9-16

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29
Philippians 2: 5-11
Matthew 26: 14-27
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16" April Easter Day White
Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
10.30am 10.30am 8am Lochside 10.00am
Communion Communion Service Eucharist
Kate Sainsbury | Bill Rootes 11.30am Paddy Allen
Eucharist
Paddy Allen
Gospel John 20: 1-18 / Matthew 28: 1-10
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 / Colossians 3: 1-4
Exodus 17: 1-7 Acts 10: 34-43 / Jeremiah 31: 1-6
23" April Easter 2 White
Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & 9.30am 5.30pm Killin with
11.15am Communion Eucharist Lochearnhead
Communion Kate Sainsbury Paddy Allen or Parish Church
Bill Rootes 10am
Gospel John 20: 19-31 Psalm 16
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 1 Peter 1: 3-9
30" April Easter 3 White
Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
No 8.00am 9.30am 5.30pm
11.15am Eucharist ‘Food for Thought’
Eucharist SPB Paddy Allen Paddy Allen plus ..
Paddy Allen
Gospel Luke 24: 13-35 Psalm 116: 1-3 &10-17

Acts 2: 14a & 36-41

1 Peter 1: 17-23
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7th May Easter 4 White

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & 9.30am 11.30am 10.00am
11.15am Eucharist Communion Communion
Eucharist Paddy Allen Kate Sainsbury | Kate Sainsbury
Paddy Allen
Gospel John 10: 1-10 Psalm 23

Acts 2: 42-47 1 Peter 2: 19-25

14t May Easter 5 White

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & 9.30am 5.30pm With
11.15am Eucharist Evensong Lochearnhead or
Eucharist Paddy Allen Paddy Allen Parish Church
Paddy Allen / 10am
Kate Sainsbury
Gospel John 14: 1-14 Psalm 31: 1-5,15-16

Acts 7: 55-60 1 Peter 2: 2-10

215t May Easter 6 White

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & 9.30am 11.00am 10.30am
11.15am Communion Eucharist Eucharist
Communion Bill Rootes Paddy Allen Paddy Allen
Bill Rootes
Gospel John 14: 15-21 Psalm 66: 7-18

Acts 17: 22-31

1 Peter 3: 13-22
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28" May Easter 7 White

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & Eucharist 5.30am With
11.15am Paddy Allen Evensong Lochearnhead or
Eucharist Paddy Allen Parish Church
Paddy Allen 10am
Gospel John 17:1-11 Psalm 68: 1-10, 33-36

Acts 1: 6-14 1 Peter 4. 12-14 & 5: 6-11

4t June Pentecost White

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am & 9.30am 11.30am 10.00am
11.15am Communion Eucharist Eucharist
Communion Bill Rootes Paddy Allen Paddy Allen
Bill Rootes
Gospel John 20: 19-23 or 7: 37-39  Psalm 104: 25-35, 37

Acts 2: 1-21 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13
11t June Trinity Sunday White
Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am 9.30am 5.30pm
Eucharist Communion Communion
Paddy Allen Bill Rootes Kate Sainsbury
11.15am
Eucharist
Paddy Allen
Gospel Matthew 28: 16-20 Psalm 8

Isaiah 40: 12-17 & 27-31

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13

18




18" June Trinity 1 Green

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am 9.30am 11.30am 10.00am
Eucharist Communion Communion Evening Praise
Paddy Allen Bill Rootes Kate Sainsbury Paddy Allen &
11.15am Kathy Whitaker
Eucharist
Paddy Allen
Gospel Matthew 9: 35-10: 8 Psalm 100

Exodus 19: 2-8a Romans 5: 1-8

25" June Trinity 2 Green

Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin
8.00am 9.30am 5.30pm
Eucharist Communion Communion
Paddy Allen Bill Rootes Kate Sainsbury
11.15am
Eucharist
Paddy Allen
Gospel Matthew 10: 24-39 Psalm 69: 8-11 & 18-20

Jeremiah 20: 7-13

Romans 6: 1b-11

2" July Trinity 3 Green
Crieff Comrie Lochearnhead Killin

8.00am 9.30am 11.30am 10.00am

Eucharist Communion Communion

Paddy Allen Bill Rootes Kate Sainsbury

11.15am

Eucharist

Paddy Allen

Gospel Matthew 10: 40-42 Psalm 13

Genesis 22: 1-14

Romans 6:12-23
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Regular Weekly Services

Everyone is welcome at any of the Sunday services

and midweek events.

Occasionally there are joint services so do phone the contact

numbers below to check.

St Columba’s, Crieff

Sunday 8.00am
11.15am

Tuesday 8.30am
2.00pm

Thursday 2.00 — 4.00pm

St Serf’s, Comrie

Sunday 9.30am
Monday 8.30am
Tuesday 5.30pm
Thursday 10.00am

St Angus’s, Lochearnhead

15t & 3 Sunday 11.30am
2" & 4% Sundays 5.30pm
5t Sunday 5.30pm
Wednesday 7.15pm

St Fillan’s, Killin

15t Sunday 10.00am
2" Sunday 10.00am
3 Sunday 10.00am
4™ Sunday 10.00am
5% Sunday 10.00am

Eucharist

(Scottish Prayer Book)
Eucharist (1982 Liturgy)
(5" Sunday 11.15am only)
Breakfast Flock - Tea,
Toast and Communion
(1st and 3rd) Stroke Support Group
Crafts and Coffee

Eucharist (1982 liturgy)
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Communion

Communion
Evensong

‘Food for thought’ -
service with topical discussions.
Lochearnhead Home Group

Eucharist (1982 Liturgy)
Service with Parish Church
(or 5.30pm Evensong at Lochearnhead)
Eucharist (1982 Liturgy)

Service with Parish Church

(or 5.30pm Evensong at Lochearnhead)
Service with Parish Church

(or 5.50pm ‘Food for Thought’, Lochearnhead)
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TAILPIECE (from Sam Morshead)

Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely
in a pretty and well-preserved body but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud

of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally worn out and loudly proclaiming,
“Wow! What a ride!”

Hunter S Thompson

THE MESSENGER will now be published every three months so
the next edition will be available at the beginning of June.

WEBSITE

The Website is progressing well and all the information is now up to
date! The Weekly Notices are now available on the Diary of Events
page. Thanks to Paul Hicks for his invaluable support.

Our address: www.strathearnchurches.org

MINISTRY CONTACTS
Rev Paddy Allen 01764 656222; Rev Bill Rootes 01764 683772,
Kate Sainsbury 01764 679011; Kathy Whitaker 01764 652012
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